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LIFELINE MAIN STREET

Liechtensteins economic success resulted in a thorough change of its main street.
The big influx of commuters demands new thinking in the development of this lifeline. 
This project suggests an evolution from a street mainly used for individual traffic to a
street where public life can flourish. Therefore, we propose a comprehensive transfor-
mation process: Today, the main street is primarily used for individual motorized traffic.
In the future, public uses of transport should be reinforced and traffic slowed down.
Public life can be brought back to the main street with densification of building projects
that incorporate public uses. These interventions should go hand in hand to increase 
the quality of shared spaces along the main street.

REGENERATIVE.LI

REGENERATIVE.LI
Exhibition: September 14 to October 6, 2017
Architecture Foyer, University of Liechtenstein

Over the past three years students participating the course Regenerative Environ-
ments had a close look at the Alpenrhein Valley focusing on Liechtenstein and its
surroundings. Aiming at the design of integrated approaches for sustainable, re-
generative environments, a broad variety of topics have been discussed, wrought
and finally distilled into project proposals that could contribute to render Liechten-
stein more regenerative. The topics range from habitation, commercial or mixed use 
to infrastructure, mobility, renewable energy production and supply, agriculture, 
forestry, biodiversity, carbon sequestration and water resource management.
The ten projects on display in the exhibition are intended to be thought-provoking 
impulses for the ongoing discussion about the future sustainable development
within the region.

Further information: WWW.REGENERATIVE.LI

INSTITUTE FOR ARCHITECTURE
AND SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT

Regenerative Environments
Michael Wagner (lecturer)

Final project proposal  Gilles Amberg, Linda Capaul, Philipp Entner, Philip Schatz-
mann (SS17). Initial project idea : Andreas Lehner, Stephan Oehri, Teresa Rädler, 
Stefanie Schnetzer, Gabriela Wäger (SS15).

Phase I: Traffic speed reduction and public transport improvements (until 2025) 
Slow down individual traffic along the main road to 40 km/h and introduction of shared spaces at strategic points to create 
pedestrian friendly centers and cultural hotspots. Step-by-step reduction of spaces dedicated to individual traffic.
Upgrading of the public transport network and development of new bus stops.

Facts and figures  Liechtenstein has one of the highest rates of motorization: there are around 1‘031 vehicles per 1‘000 inhabitants. 
That share represents a peak value in Europe. This together with the decrease of the environmental friendly public transport leads 
to an unsustainable development in the mobility sector.

Liechtenstein as a country is very rooted in its 
tradition but in the same time open to innovation, 
progress and development. The overall living 
quality is excellent. People are generally healthy and 
prosperous above average, even compared to other 
first world industrial countries. The alpine landscape, 
the mild climate and the diverse fauna and flora form 
an environment that is highly valued by citizens and 
visitors alike. The country is defined by its small-
scale villages and compact town centres. Only a 
few generations ago, agriculture was essentially 
the sole economic factor in the region. This has 
changed drastically in the past decades. Today, its 
industrial and economic strength is an important 
part of Liechtensteins public image and identity. 
As immigration policy is rather strict, employers 
have to rely on many commuters from neighbouring 
countries. Being traditionally a rural territory, 
Liechtensteins local and regional public transport 
system cannot cope with the demand. Currently 
75% of the space of the main street is dedicated 
to cars. Car density is very high in Liechtenstein at 
1.03 cars per person. This creates one of the main 
challenges and responsibilities for urban planners 
and politicians in the region: Traffic is concentrated 
on the Liechtensteiner Landstrasse, which is the main 
street running through the whole country from North 
to South. This project aims to point out a possible 
solution for the future development of Liechtensteins 
main street.
The transformation process of the main street can 
be organised in a wider time frame. Changes of 
different aspects of use and organisation can foster 
a slow metamorphosis from a street mostly used 
for individual traffic to a street that is living and 
breathing of public live. Individual traffic on the 
main street can be drastically reduced and slowed 
down step by step utilizing different methods and 
strategies: Significant shares of individual traffic can 
be redistributed to public means of transport or the 
Autobahn by making these options more attractive. 
The programme along main street is projected to 
be complemented and enhanced with a variety of 
public uses. Through densification and the reuse of 
existing structures this transformation could become 
attractive to investors and land owners. Participatory 
processes should include local communities 
ensuring satisfying results for all stakeholders. The 
aim is to provide a framework and direction for 
potential developments rather than a fixed solution. 
Reprogramming should incorporate public spaces 
like cafés, parks, commercial space and places for 
social and cultural interaction. The precise definition 

of the added program should be a direct result of 
participatory processes.
Through the suggested package of measurements, 
an alternative mobility concept, the reuse and 
reprogramming of existing structures and direct 
involvement of local communities the concept offers 
the possibility to enhance existing strengths and 
improve on current weaknesses. Local qualities like 
social and cultural networks should be enhanced 
by the strategic reprogramming and densification 
along that new lifeline. Accessibility of public spaces 
and a network of small recreational spaces support 
community and public life. Priorities are shifted from 
individual traffic to living quality of the residents. The 
transformation process shall be organised in three 
phases: In the first phase, the use of public transport 
shall be increased through higher frequencies of 
the existing bus lines as well as the creation of new 
bus stops. Individual traffic shall be slowed down 
to 40 km/h and shared spaces at strategic spots 
introduced to create pedestrian friendly centres 
and cultural hot spots. Use of the Autobahn could 
be intensified by this intervention while traffic on 
the main street is reduced. Space dedicated to 
individual traffic is reduced step-by-step. In the next 
phase, a network of small public spaces along the 
main-axis connecting Schaan and Vaduz with more 
public facilities and functions rather than private 
uses shall be generated. The then already well 
connected and efficient public transport system shall 
be further expanded. Attractive car sharing models 
and bicycle paths shall be developed. And in the 
final phase, the densification and reprogramming 
of the buildings along the road creates a high level 
of living quality and brings public life to the street. 
Motorised individual traffic shall be limited to a 
minimum: emergencies, construction sites and 
taxi services are exceptions. Shops, cafés, bars, 
offices and public facilities create a vital village core 
along the main road which supports the creation of 
neighbourhoods.
Public awareness and appreciation for local 
strengths and potentials are important factors and 
should be raised by involving inhabitants into the 
transformation process. Finding individual answers 
to local demands helps to render the development 
more sustainable in the long run. The gradual shift 
from individual to public traffic can increase the 
living quality in the public spaces along the main 
street. New developments with public impact are 
fostered by simplifying regulations and the local 
population is encouraged to actively being involved 
in shaping their living environments.

Phase II: Creation of a network of public spaces and facilities (until 2040)
Creation of a network of small public spaces along the main axis connecting Schaan and Vaduz with more public facilities and 
functions rather than private uses. Expansion of a well connected and efficient public transport system. Development of attractive 
systems of car sharing and bicycle paths. 

Phase III: Creation of high quality pedestrian spaces (from 2040 on) 
No motorized individual traffic along the main road and attractive ground floor uses invite pedestrians with a high quality at eye 
level. Shops, Cafes, bars, offices and public facilities create a vital lifeline along the main road and support neighbourhoods with 
local supplies and events for all generations. High densification along the mainstreet renders it highly attractive for investors.
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Connectivity  The high numbers of commuters and private car ownership lead to an intensive use of the main road. Although 
the main traffic routes are changed into one way streets the surrounding areas suffer frequent traffic jams, car accidents and high 
immissions. The Swiss highway lies parallely to the Landstrasse and allows for taking over part of the daily traffic. This partially helps 
to free the Landstrasse of individual car traffic. Currently there are hardly any bicycle paths. To support the use of bicycles, the 
construction of separate bicycle paths through the main villages is promoted.
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The long distance goods traffic from 
the local companies, gets shiffted 
onto the train through the upgrade of 
existing stations with a warehouse 
and some storage space.

New car parks at the borders to the neighbour 
countries are created to store incoming 
individual private traffic at the entrances to 
Liechtenstein where the people have to 
change on the public transport system.

Step by step the public bus system is upgra-
ded with further stations on the Lifeline to 
improve the quality and comfort for its users. 
Shorter walking distances and the growing 
social life transform the main road to a 
popular living space.

Growing social life on the main street make the area around more 
attractive for investors which leads to a higher densification next to the 

Lifeline. A good mix of different facilities push the ongoing change 
around the main street and raise the living quality as well as it underlines 
the importance of the mainstreet to connect the villages with each other.

Through the phase plan we lower the individual traffic step by 
step and change the use of fossil fuel based vehicles into 
environmentaly friendly solutions. In the last phase the individual 
traffic will be limited to specific timeframes and only the public 
transport (bus | taxi) is allowed to use the Lifeline during the day 
to keep the amount of traffic as low as possible.

Each main entrance to Liechten-
stein has a connection to the public 

bus system and a taxi station with 
electrical taxis for a more comforta-

ble way of transportation.  

The upgrade of the existing train stations with 
higher frequency and improved connection to 

the public bus system makes it more attractive 
to use the train as a transportation system.
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